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Gallican Church by the Pope was, although
Bonaparte did not perceive it, the end of
Gallicanism. It was the Fourth of August
over again. For on that night privileges
were swept away and only the supreme
authority was left. Napoleon, therefore, is
the chief precursor of the Vatican Council,
and of its decree which recognizes in the Pope
ordinary jurisdiction over every bishop in
Christendom. But this logic was hidden
from his eyes, and he proceeded to tack on
to the Concordat his " Organic Articles,"
which may be shortly described as French
Acts of Prssmunire, making the entrance and
publication of Papal documents to depend on
a Government placet, forbidding recourse of
the bishops to Rome, and compelling the
clergy to subscribe the Declaration of 1682.

All this meant more than the old servitude,
especially as the Articles forbade every Church
establishment except the seminaries of the
bishops. It reduced that which had been an
estate of the realm to a department like
the University. It divided the bishops from
the Holy See and the clergy from the people,
A system no less illogical than despotic, it
sowed the seeds of religious war by creating a
perpetual antagonism between the head of
the Government and the Roman Curia*